
Upcoming Music Events  

 
 We hope you will join us on Wednesday, November 23, 
2011, for our annual Thanksgiving Eve Service here at Gra-

ham Road United Methodist Church in conjunction with Holy 

Trinity Lutheran Church. It promises to be a very nice service.  

What better way to begin the entire holiday season than with 
a service giving thanks to the God who made us, the earth, all 

therein and who truly is the reason for the season.  It is an opportunity to open our hearts 

to this most special time of year when our thoughts should be on the wonderful things 
that God has given us and to be in prayer for all those who donõt have as much as we do, 

both materially as well as faithfully.  

 

 The following Saturday, November 26, there will be a short service for the òHanging 
of the Greensó at 5:00 p.m. This is the time we prepare the sanctuary for the coming Ad-

vent season. We hope you will join us for this special service.  

 

 Then, looking forward to the Advent season, there are plans for the bells to play, as 
well as the choir to sing. Then on Christmas Eve there will be two services. One for the 
children at 4:00, and we hope to get some of the children involved in either singing a cou-

ple of special pieces and presenting a short play about the birth of our Savior. Then, at 
7:30 p.m. will be the traditional Christmas Eve service.   Again, this year we will have Kris-
ten Jepperson play the harp for the service and have the choir sing a couple of pieces.  

What a perfect time to bring the entire family together to celebrate the birth of Christ.  

 

 Then on Christmas Day we will have a traditional time for òLessons and Carols.ó 
Yes, Christmas Day is a time for families to be together and have a meal and open gifts. 

However, the best way to begin these festivities is to hear again the prophets and the story 

of the birth of our Savior.  

 

 Please make plans now to join us for these and all our services. We look forward to 

see you smiling face in our congregation.  

 

       Cindy L. Elliott 
       Music Director  
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On Sunday, October 23, our church family celebrated 60 

years of ministry with a wonderful homecoming celebration 

that 175 attended! Former Pastors and friends shared their 

memories and joined in the special service.  We would like 

to thank the 60th Anniversary Committee for all their hard 

work and for all the others that helped them behind the 

scenes to create such a wonderful celebration of our heritage 

here at Graham Road United Methodist Church! 

60th Anniversary Celebration!  

Former Pastors Rev. Blaine 

Blubaugh (left), Rev. David Lough 

(right) and current Pastor Rev. 

Marable Southall-Vess (middle) 

Charter Members attending:      Willie Tomlinson              Dot Wester 
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Preschool &  

Child Care Center  
 
The preschool yard sale was a big success.  Thanks to all that took 
time to stop by.  More than $1,000 was earned.  This helps the pre-
school out during the year to provide some additional learning experi-
ences for the children.  All the left over items have been donated to 
various charities. 

 

The child care had their Halloween parade on Wednesday, October 26 
going around to the different classrooms and offices.  The preschool 
Halloween party and parade was Thursday, October 27 they paraded to 
the different classrooms.  The children in both groups looked so cute in 
their costumes and got to take home a goody bag filled with the candy 
and other goodies they collected. 

 

The preschool and child care participated with the church for the fall 
picnic which featured pony rides, moon bounce, games with prizes, and 
lots of food.  We had such a grand picnic with many of the child care 
and preschool parents & children attending.  This was in place of our 
fall festival this year. 

 

During the month of November, the church is collecting canned food to 
go to the Knox Pantry to be shared with the people in our area that 
need food.   The children in preschool and child care brought cans of 
food and learn about sharing as they put the canned food into the bas-
ket at the altar. 

 

The child care and preschool are once again participating in the Marine 
Corps Reserves ñToys for Totsò campaign.  The Marineôs suggest that 
your new toy be non-battery operated and unwrapped.  Participation is 
voluntary.  The children will be placing the toys in the sleigh.  With our 
participation, many of our areaôs less privileged children will experience 
the joy of a new toy this Christmas. 

 

The preschool and child care will be planning their Christmas program 
for some time in December.  We are looking forward to a new busy 
year ahead! 

Toys for Tots (U.S. Marines project) 

Collecting November 20 - December 18  

Place in the sleigh in the Narthex 

Toys should be new and unwrapped. 

Sponsored by the United Methodist Men 

NOTES FROM THE MUSIC DEPARTMENT 

Music is a part of  our every day livesð if we listen.  The birds singing 

their morning song, the rainôs pitter patter on the roof, the rhythm of the 

tires on the road, the sound of someone's breathing.  We all make music  

of some kind, sometimes it is heard by others and sometimes it is the 

music we hear in our heartð the music of God singing his love for us. 

The choir is only one of the ñheardò songs of Godôs love.  We in the 

choir hope and pray that you have heard and will continue to hear the 

song of God in the music we sing.  We would love to have more new 

members.  With all that being said, I would like to introduce the four 

new choir members we have this year. 

 In the menôs sectionð John has been joined by Terry Elliott and Al Cooper.  Of course you proba-

bly realize, Terry is my husband and where I go, he follows.  Both have been a welcome addition to the 

choir and John is totally enjoying the fact that he has someone to talk to on the back row. 

  In the soprano section we have Sandra Elliott and Linda Cooper. As you can probably figure out, 

Linda and Al are married and both have thoroughly enjoyed getting to know new people here at Graham 

Road and have added to the overall sound of the choir. Sandra is my sister-in-law and has been in choirs 

with me for over 30 years. 

 We are pleased to welcome all four to the choir and to Graham Road and I hope you will take the 

time to introduce yourself to them and get to know them.  I am sure you will be hearing more from all four 

of them. 

 As the director, I would like to thank the congregation for all the support you have shown me since I 

started in August. I hope you continue to enjoy the music. I am striving to have lots of different styles of mu-

sic and use the piano as well as the new electronic keyboard. Please continue to share your comments with 

me as well as the choir. We really like hearing about the things you like and any other comments that will 

help us minister to you more effectively. 

       Thank you. 

        Cindy 

New Musical Instrument for Graham Road 

 In September, Sandra and Terry Elliott 

purchased a new digital piano from Foxes Music 

Company. 

They have donated the instrument in loving mem-

ory of their mother, Martha E. Elliott who passed 

away on August 9, 2011. Martha had continually 

supported the church music programs at several 

churches during her life and would have been de-

lighted to know that his gift will enhance and fur-

ther the music program at Graham Road.  In addi-

tion to the piano, a custom made stand was also 

donated. 

Thank you from Pastor Marable 

 

Dear Graham Road UMC Family, 

 Thank you so much for your love and 

support made concrete in the wonderful sur-

prise reception you honored me with on Sun-

day, October 9 during fellowship time.  I 

loved the special attention and reading your 

beautiful cards.  The food was delicious too.  

Thanks to all who provided for this memora-

ble occasion.  It is a joy and privilege to 

serve as your pastor at Graham Road United 

Methodist Church! 

  Most Sincerely, 

  Pastor Marable  



 

Silver Foxes Group  

Fall Back One Hour 

Sunday, November 6 at 2 AM 

Advent Luncheons: 

Every year the Silver Foxes hosts an Advent Bi-

ble study the four weeks before Christmas. This 

yearsõ program is òThe Journey: Walking the 

Road to Bethlehem,ó Adam Hamilton guides par-

ticipants through the journey leading up to Je-

susõ birth and examines the geographical, cul-

tural, and historical setting of these events. 

 

Join us on Tuesdays, Nov. 29, December 6, 13, 

and 20, in Fellowship Hall at 11:30 a.m. 

 

The November 29 luncheon will be a 

pot-luck. Bring a dish to share and 

$1 for an offering for Falls Church 

Service Council. 

The remaining luncheons will be $4. Bring an extra 

$1 for the FCS offering if you desire. 

Guests are welcome! 

 

If you would be willing to help out on any of the 

dates listed, please call Mary Anne Bray at 703-

573-2482. 

Wednesday, November 23, 2011 

7:30 p.m. @ Graham Road UMC 

Ecumenical Service with  

Holy Trinity Lutheran Church 

& combined choirs 

Communion &  

Candlelight Service 

Sat., December 24 

7:30 pm  

Childrenõs Service  

December 24 @ 4:00 pm 
Please bring your  

children/grandchildren and join us for a 
brief, informal, child -friendly celebration 

of the birth of Jesus.   
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Saturday, November 26 

Decorate the church 
Followed by a 

Service & light meal 
5-7 pm 

 

  

Mark your calendar for these special events 

you donõt want to miss!! 

Dear GRUMC Church Family,  

 One of the true originals 

of World War II, a diamond in 

the rough, was Winston Chur-

chill, who led the British people 

through ñtheir finest hourò of 

resistance to the Nazis. 

 There was a time in the 

struggle of the British when 

things looked dark indeed.  Lon-

don was being bombed daily.  

The courage of the citizenry 

seemed to be wearing thin. Only 

21 miles of water separated them 

from the fearsome invasion force 

thatð rumor had itðHitler was 

assembling on the French Coast. 

 Just as the situation 

seemed most desperate, Chur-

chill called a meeting of his most 

trusted advisors.  He laid out for 

them the facts: That the nation 

stood alone, and that they were 

doing so with few resources 

other than spirit and courage. 

 The room fell silent be-

fore the Prime Ministerôs 

gloomy appraisal.  It became 

clear, as the leaders of govern-

ment glanced around at each oth-

ers ashen faces, that at least 

some of them were ready to sug-

gest giving in.  Then Churchill 

said quietly to the hushed gather-

ing, ñGentlemen, I find it rather 

inspiring.ò 

 One of Churchillôs great-

est attributes, as a leader, was his 

capacity to transmit hope to oth-

ers.  Perhaps in our day our role 

as a church is to transmit hope: 

to bring restoration to the souls 

of the many men, women and 

children who are met with life 

situations and challenges that 

loom large on the horizon; who 

might be thinking of giving in to 

the pressures or giving up on 

humankind or perhaps giving up 

on themselves. 

 Please invite your friends 

and neighbors to join us for an 

Advent series entitled, 

ñRestore Us, O Godò 

each Sunday during 

Advent at 11:00 a.m. in 

the sanctuary. 

Advent 1:  11/27/2011 

   ñRestore Us, O God: Hopeò 

         Psalm 80:1-7;10-17 

Advent 2:  12/4/2011 

   ñRestore Us, O God: Peaceò 

         Psalm 85:1-2; 8-13 

Advent 3:   12/11/2011 

    ñRestore Us, O God: Joyò 

         Psalm 126 

Advent 4:   12/18/2011 

    ñRestore Us, O God:  Loveò 

         Psalm 89:1-4; 19-26 

 All Godôs blessings upon 

each of you as we celebrate our 

60th Anniversary (October 23), 

Thanksgiving (November 23), 

The Hanging of the Greens 

(November 26), and the first 

Sunday of Advent (November 

27).      

 All Godôs blessings,  
 Pastor Marable 
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A Note from the Pastor   

The TeleGraham 

Animal Blessing Service: Oct. 1, 2011 

An animal Blessing Service was held on Saturday, October1, 2011 here at the 

church. Weather was kind of cold and damp that day so it was held in the Nar-

thex where members and friends brought their pets and animals to be blessed 

in the tradition of St. Francis. Animals from turtles to cats and dogs were 

blessed at this special service held annually the first Saturday of October. 

Ella Mae Santino and one of 

her many turtles! 



Fall has been a busy time for 
Witness/Outreach activities 
and thanks go out to all those 
who have participated by pro-
viding manpower,  

financial help, support, and 
prayers.  
 

Collection of school 
supplies for West-
lawn Elementary 
School kicked off 
the season.  All 
sorts of supplies 
were delivered to the school.  
 

UNICEF boxes were distributed 
in October for trick -or -treating 
with return on  

Sunday, November 6.  
 

FCS will be doing a collection 
of food donations for the 
Community for Thanksgiving. 
See  page 5 of the newsletter 
for more info on how to help.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Coming up in January ñ Assis-
tance with breakfast and snack 
items for the Falls Church 
Winter Emergency Shelter will 
be needed.. Stay tuned!  

Kings Palace Ministry  

A 501 (c)  

Charitable organization  

No. 0712979 -4 

P.O. Box 2436 Falls Church, 
VA 22042  

From Ed Maldonado  

For Kingõs Palace 

Kingõs Palace is a non-profit 
organization created to help 
impoverished children in El 
Salvador. The vision of Kingõs 
Palace emerged in 2008 when 
a pastor and his wife in El Sal-
vador noticed two crying chil-
dren on their way to school, 
when asked why they were 
crying, the children re-
sponded: òOur mother has 
gone to work and we are on 
our way to school, but we are 
unable to afford breakfast and 
we are hungry.ó The pastor 
and his wife responded by 
providing breakfast and send-
ing the children on to school.  
However, a more comprehen-
sive vision arose to provide 
food, shelter, and supervision 
to children in need while par-
ent(s) are working.  

 My wife and I saw these 
needs in August 2008 during 
a visit to El Salvador. A part-
nership with a local church, 
Iglesia Fuente de Agua Viva 
(Church Streams of Living Wa-
ter) in El Salvador was begun 
to provide for these needs.  
Upon returning to the United 
States, we devoted time and 
energy to raising money 
through small donations.  We 
worked towards a non -profit 
status, which was granted in 
2010, thus challenging us to 
raise larger amounts of 
money.  

 The Kingõs Palace pro-
gram had been held in a va-
cant room attached to the 
church building.  In Novem-
ber 2010, the children had to 
vacate the space as the 
church needed to make reno-
vations.  Unable to find an 
alternate space, the program 
was temporarily ceased.  As 
of May 2011 the renovations 
were in the final stages of 
completion.  Our current 
goal is to raise funds in or-
der to re -start the program, 
and purchase land for a per-
manent site.  

We are asking for your help 
in this endeavor.  We pray, 
you would be Godõs vessels 
of hope and generosity and 
ask that you prayerfully con-
sider sponsoring a child for 
$20 or $30 per month.  Addi-
tionally or alternatively, we 
ask for a one time donation 
go toward purchasing land 
for Kingõs Place future site. If 
you would like to make a do-
nation, please send it to the 
address at the top of this ar-
ticle.  

Jesus said: òWhatsoever you 
do for the least of my people 
that you do on to me.ó Mat-
thew 25:40.  Thank you.  
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Witness/Outreach Updates & Opportunities 

picks up children from school, serves a 

snack, supervises playtime, and helps 

the children with homework.  When the 

homework is done there are clubs: sci-

ence, music, dance, choir, and piano. 

Often in the evenings, staff members 

will take 2 -3 children to the movies. 

The results of the CARES program are 

clear: 70-80 percent of the children 

make honor roll every year. The young 

are not only the beneficiaries of Wesley 

House programs. Once a week senior 

women come to the house for lunch, 

The TeleGraham 

On  October 7, Georgia Wilhite, Ruth Bucklin, Ella 

Mae Santino, Velma Talmadge, and Marie Lukac 

attended the Church Women United (CWU) Fall 

Forum meeting at Dulin UMC.  The speaker was 

Rev. Ileana Rosas Rosarious whose message was 

called ñA Time to Serve.ò She showed that every-

thing we do, no matter how small or how big, we 

do for Christ 

 On September 17, Ella Mae Santino, Velma 

Talmadge, and Marie Lukac attended the UMW 

District Annual Meeting at Friendship UMC. The 

guest speaker was Ann Klotz, Conference Mission 

Coordinator. Her talk was titled, ñCelebration of 

Mission,ò which started with a short history of the 

UMW and then ended with a video of all the ways 

the UMW is involved in mission. During the busi-

ness meeting GRUMC was presented with a cer-

tificate for participating in the UMW Reading Pro-

gram, and a Mission Today Silver certificate for 

accomplishing various mission activities during the 

year.                                                                                                         
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Meeting Reports  

 Wesley House Community Cen-

ter, a UMW national mission 

institution in Knoxville, TN, 

provides an after school pro-

gram called CARES. A large 

percentage of children in the 

local schools are in single parent 

families living in poverty. Other 

children are being raised by 

grandparents or parents who 

are not at home when school 

lets out.  

 The CARES program 

United Methodist Women  

MARK YOUR CALENDAR  

Nov. 4 ð CWU Community Day, Friendship UMC, 10 a.m. 

  (Bring a bag lunch, drinks and desserts provided) 

Nov. 13 ð Souper Sunday (Fritzi Johnson/Ann Heath Circle) 

Nov. 19 ð UMW District Advent Event, Oakton UMC, 9 a.m. 

Dec. 11 ð Christmas Pot-luck Lunch  (Fritzi Johnson Circle) 

Wesley House Cares (Wesley House Cares ( Sept. 2011 Sept. 2011 Response)Response)   

· 

THOUGHTS... 

A person without a 

sense of humor is like 

a wagon without 

springsñjolted by 

every problem in the 

road.  (Henry Ward 

Beecher) 
 

Kids are like sponges.  

They absorb all your 

strength and leave 

 

and fellowship.  

 Wesley House 

started as a day care cen-

ter for workers at a cotton 

mill. Over the years it has 

started the first Cub 

Scout pack and Campfire 

Girls, refurbished hous-

ing, and operated a food 

pantry. As the neighbor-

hood needs changed, the 

agency settled into its 

current mission.  



DRINK  

RESPONSIBLY 
 According to the 

Earth Policy Institute, the 

United States is the worldôs 

leading consumer of bottled 

water, with Americans 

drinking more than 26 bil-

lion liters a year, or approxi-

mately one 8-ounce glass 

per person every day. Ac-

cording to Back 2 Tap, the 

amount of oil currently used 

to produce water bottles 

each year could fuel over 

one million cars for an en-

tire year.  And it takes the 

equivalent of three bottles 

of water t make and distrib-

ute one bottled water. 

 In addition to envi-

ronmental impact of bottled 

water, consider this:  As a 

Fairfax Water customer, you 

can fill a 20-ounce water 

bottle every single day for 

10 years for the same cost 

as buying one 20-ounce bot-

tled water for $1.25.  So 

join the back-to-the-tap 

movement and keep the 

earth ð and your wallet ð 

full of green! 

 

 From: Fairfax Water 

NewsletterðSummer 2011 

the New World Outlook by the 
General Board of Global Minis-
tries by the United Methodist 
Church. 
 You can find copies in 
the Charlotte Knutson Room for 
up to date mission information. 
 Happy 100th birthday 
this year and many more to 
come! 
 
Submitted by Ruth Bucklin 
 

 With the merges of three 
magazines published by the US  
Methodist Episcopal , South, the 
General Board of Missions and 
the Womenõs Foreign Missionary 
Society, The Missionary Voice 
was printed in 1911. 
 Published by different 
Methodist Boards over its 100 
years and regular name 
changes the purpose remained 
the same, òTo report on the mis-
sion ministry of the Methodist 
Church.ó  Now it is published as 
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òThe Scoopó from the  
Presidentõs Corner 

A Century of Mission Coverage 

 

The TeleGraham 

Moldova Mission Update 

The following is a short excerpt from a letter from Ed 

Jones who is doing Mission work in Moldolva. You 

can find the entire letter on the calendar bulletin board 

by the office. 

 The funds that were raised this year paid for the 

camp grounds, 5,400 liters of drinking water, all the 

food and materials to supply 110 children and 30 staff 

leaders including cooks and our 14 in the group. A 

medical physician, which was a great help to aid the 

previous injuries we found when the children arrived, 

bus transportation to pick up and return children to 

church, and our daily needs.  

 It was once again a great blessing to be a part of 

this mission to take in and learn all of Godôs works and 

wonders. It gets you choked up meeting such a beauti-

ful group of children and all they want is to be loved. 

    Ed Jones 

Each year FCS (Falls Church Community Ser-

vices) delivers Thanksgiving òbasketsó to over 

100 families.   

Graham Road UMC has helped in the past with 

their efforts, and this year we are committed to 

assist again.  Here are ways to help: 

     Pray for those delivering and those receiv-

ing. 

     Donate FoodñFood Bags with the list of 

food items needed will be available in the 

church Narthex and office starting Sunday, Oct. 

30. We will be collecting food items through 

Nov. 20. 

  Food Items Needed are: 

     Peanut Butter (creamy)   

Coffee  

       Tuna            

        Jelly        

       Cereal   

 Laundry Detergent 

   Canned Fruit 

        Small bags of rice  

                   Toilet Tissue  

        Spaghetti Sauce  

          Vegetable Oil                            

          Paper towels 

                        Disposable Diapers 

FCS Thanksgiving  

Baskets  

Earthquakes and Hurricanes and Floods, Oh my! 

What a crazy time it was from August through September in 
our area! On August 23 we had a 5.8 magnitude earthquake in 
the area, after a search through the church and grounds no 
damage to the church was seen. We had a few crooked pic-
tures to straighten and a few nerves to calm but other than that 
things were fine.  The week after, the area got hit with Hurri-
cane Irene. Lots of rain fell and a lot of wind came through but 
no major damage once again.  Then came the remnants of 
Tropical Storm Leeé wow! We had in upwards of 11ò of rain in 
the area in a matter of days. This time it was too much for one 
of the big Oak trees in the back of the church to take and down 
it came right into the parking lot. The only damage it did was 
crush a fence. Luckily it fell during the night when no one was 
around. Thanks to all that helped with the clean up of the tree 

and the church grounds! Here are some pictures of the tree! 


