HENRY FORK HAPPENINGS

Judy Anderson, UMW Social Action Coordinator

The Henry Fork Service Center, serving the
children and families of the Rocky Mount
community for over forty years, is one of the
Virginia missions receiving support from our
unit of the UMW. The curriculum for the pre-
school and afternoon students includes Bible
study. The first part of 2010 has been spent
teaching about the magi who visited the Christ
child, the Lord’s Prayer, and the various ways
to pray. The Henry Fork Center staff sends
their thanks to all the churches and individuals
who make these programs possible.

Nutritious snack foods

birthday gift bags, birthday cupcakes
trash bags (39 gal. & 14 gal. sizes)
paper cups & bowls

toilet tissue & paper towels

Lysol spray

liquid hand soap

Christian CDs

pizza cutters & pizza pans

ice cream Scoops

3 electric pencil sharpeners
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Special points
of interest:

e Collections for “Kits
for Conference, VIM

April 11, 2010

The congregation was certainly blessed
on Sunday, April 11, when we cele-

Children’s Sabbath Celebration

by Jon Lackey, Minister of Music & Programs

Cuba trip, & Henry
Fork Service Center

There will be a box outside the kitchen area to

receive these items, which will then be taken to
the Henry Fork Center on Saturday, June 5, by
members of the UMW.

brated Children’s Sabbath. The young
people led the music including songs
and chimes. Our Lay Leader, Becky

During the month of May we will be collecting

items to meet the Center’s ongoing needs: e After Worship Pot-

——————————————————l'

luck Lunch May 16

e VVacation Bible
School July 12 - 15

Cooper, read us children’s stories
relating to God and children through-
out history.

KITCHEN ROULES . ——
1) I‘F a messy Kitchen is a happy Kitchen, my kitchen is delirious. Preschool & Child Care Center children sing
2) Countless people have eateh ih my Kitchen ... and gone on to |ead normal lives. .
INSIDE THIS ISSUE with the two schools we operate. The
Preschool & 2 schools are a vital part of our church
Child Care outreaght toththe comf[mt{nit}./l,. anﬂ we
appreciate these great families being
Bake Sale From the 3 with us to worship on Sundays a cou-
UMW CONTRIBUTIONS Pastor X ple of times each year.
After the worship service | Barile Children’s Chimes
TO MISSIONS Kits for 4 _ _ Thank you to everyone who worked
,‘unday, ,une 6 Conference Children’s Sabbath is a wonderful way  hard preparing for this remarkable
In 2009 the UMW gave at least $100.00 to in which our church can connect more worship service experience.
All members of the each of the following missions: 1) Falls Concert 5
congre gati on are invited to Church Community Service Center, Falls . . 5

donate baked goods for sale.

Sale benefits the global missions
of the United Methodist Women
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Church, VA; 2) Grace Ministries, Falls
Church, VA; 3) Bethany House, Falls Church,
VA; 4) Judy Matheny, missionary in Gary,
WYV; 5) Henry Fork Service Center, Rocky
Mount, VA.; 6) Rising Hope United Method-
ist Mission Church, Alexandria; 7) Charles
Tran's Mission in Malaysia.

This year the list will be reviewed by Circle
members for either keeping the same missions
or making changes. Contributions to the cho-
sen missions will be sent in June.

UMW Scoop 89

Calendars: 10-11
May & June

The annual yard sale
sponsored by our United
Methodist Men’s and
Women’s groups returns

on Saturday, May 22,
starting at 8 a.m.
through 2 p.m. Pro-
ceeds are split by these
two groups to use for
their various missions
and activities. nate,

If you have items to do-

Chorch Ydard Sdle - May 22

dropped off at the church
Wednesday through Fri-
day, May 19-21. Check
your weekly Sunday bul-
letin for details on the
times for drop off.

Please come out to sup-
port these vital U. M.
groups!

they may be
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Graham Road U.M.C.
Phone: 703-573-4444
Fax: 703-573-4445
E-mail: grumc@juno.com
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www.grahamroadchurch.org
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Marable Southall-Vess,
Senior Pastor, ext. 202

grumcpastor@yahoo.com

Susan Hartley,
Office Administrator &
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ext. 201 grumc@juno.com

Jon Lackey,
Minister of Music & Programs,
ext. 207 jon@blacktiearts.com

Mary Forcier,
Prescshool Director, ext. 206

grumeps@juno.com

Judy Demasana,
Child Care Center Director,
ext. 208

grumcchildcare@juno.com

Peggy Canody
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grumcchildcare@juno.com

Sue Gause
Handbell Choirs Director
suegause@yahoo.com
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CHILD CARE & PRESCHOOL

We had a busy spring.
The children in the pre-
school and child care
had an Easter egg hunt.
The fire puppets came
and put on a show for
us teaching the chil-
dren what to do if they
see matches or lighters.
All the children en-
joyed the show and
learned from it.

The preschool partici-
pated in the VCPC
luncheon. Two pre-
school parents were
honored — Monti Board
& Elissa Thorndike.
We thank them both
for all the hard work
they have done with
our preschool.

The three-year-old
child care children had
their annual “Tour de
Bike”
bicycle
ride.
They all
had a
great
time riding around the
parking lot which was
roped off for them.

Annual CPR and First
Aid training was con-
ducted in the church by
“American Heart Sav-
ers” for our Preschool
and Child Care teach-
ers. This certification

~
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is required by the state. ing our Vacation Bible
School in July. Pre-
school resumes on Sep-
tember 7 when the

public schools are back

We are looking for-
ward to our Mother’s
Day celebrations. The

week before Mother’s in session.

Day both groups will

be hosting their moth- .

ers & grandmothers. Merponal Day, May

The children will sing 3! 18 @ holiday honor-

and perform for them ing our soldiers. The

with refreshments to Child Care Center is
closed on that day.

follow the program. e i
This is a nice weekend

for the family to get

The pre- :
school together and enjoy the
graduation weather and family ac-

ceremony for tivities.
the four-year-
old class is
on Wednes-
day, May 26 at 7:00

p-m. in the fellowship

This summer the child
care will have an
achievement ceremony
for all the children on
Thursday, June 24,

hall. 2010 at 4:30 in the af-
ternoon. This is a spe-
The last day of Pre-- cial time to say good-
school classes for this bye to our children en-
school year is May 27. tering kindergarten.

They will have a great
summer with some par-
ent-planned field trips.
Many of the preschool
children will be attend-

The program will be in
the sanctuary with re-
freshments following
in the fellowship hall.

~,

Remember....

May 31

Memorial
Day
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4 5
8 UMM Mtg.
10 ESL Class
7 UMW Leader-
ship Meeting

6 9 Bells Reh.

9:30 Sun. Sch.
11 Worship

12:15 UMW
Bake Sale

3 Lackey Concert
6 Youth Group

6:45 Bells Reh.

8

9 10 11

1:30 Grief
Support

12

10 ESL Class

12:30-2 ESL
Coordinators
Meeting (here)

13

14

| VA Annual Conf

15

ference, Norfo

16
k, VA |

17 18

9 Bells Reh.
9:30 Sun. Sch.
11 Worship

6 Youth Group
@ Calvary UMC

6:45 Bells Reh.

7:30 NOW Mtg.

19

10 ESL Class

20

9 Bells Reh.
9:30 Sun. Sch.
11 Worship

Happy
/: Father’s
Day

21

6:45 Bells Reh.

22

23 24

25

4:30 Child Care
Graduation
Program

27

9 Bells Reh.
9:30 Sun. Sch.
11 Worship

28

6:45 Bells Reh.

29

11 Silver Foxes
Picnic Lunch

Youth to Cre¢

26

10 Last ESL
Class ‘til fall

30

(thru July 4)

pationFest
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
= 8 UMM Mtg.
® ® 10 ESL Class
”v 10-2 Youth Car
A} = Wash
10 Children’s
2 3 4 5 6 Gl 7 8
9 Bells Reh. 1:30 & 6:30 Youth trip to
9:30 Sun. Sch. Pastor’s 4:;? C.?.gtr. Kings Dominion
11 Worshi om's Day
15 331;' P Study Program 10 ESL Class
-5: iano 7 UMW Leader-
Recital (Lee) 6:45 Bells Reh. ship Meeting 7 SPR Mtg. 7 No Choir Reh
9 Bells Reh.
1:30 & 6:30 . : 10 ESL Class
9:30 Sun. Sch. Pastor’s 1:30 Grief
11 Worship Study Support

l-vi:w?'fmww«?wm 6:45 Bells Reh.

other’s Day

7 Finance Ctte.

7 No Choir Reh.

16 17

9 Bells Reh.
11 Worship

12:15 Potluck &

Cuba trip pics
6:45 Bells Reh.
12:15 YouthFest!

18

1:30 & 6:30
Pastor’s
Study

7:30 NOW Mtg.

19

20

10 Children’s
Chapel

7 Choir Reh.

21

UMW Yard Sale
10 ESL Class

23 24

25 11:30 Silver

26

27

28

29

A Note from the Pastor

“When the Day of
Pentecost had
come, they were
all together in one
place.” (Acts 2:1)

Dear GRUMC Family,

It’1l soon be summer — time for
iced tea, softball, walks on the
beach, trips to the mountains. Here
in Virginia it is also time for mos-
quitoes, poison ivy, chiggers, heat
stroke and annual statewide church
meetings. Yes, every year in mid-
June we enact the truth of Will
Rogers’ dictum: “Methodist
preachers are like manure: spread
them around and they do a lot of
good: pile them together in one
place and they get to stinking.”

United Methodists are organized
(using the word “organized” very
loosely) into annual conferences
presided over by bishops. Each
summer we get together, sing,
shout, hear innumerable reports,
and maneuver for our next pastoral

appointment. The debates are
lively, often with more heat
than light. “Bishop, what was
the question?” one delegate
asked after he had monopo-
lized the microphone for a full
five minutes of harangue. We
have a rule that positive and
negative speeches on a given
motion must alternate. More
than once Bishop Charlene
Kammerer has had to ask,
“Was the speech supposed to
be for or against the motion?”

After one meandering tirade a
fellow minister overheard one
lay delegate whisper to an-
other, “That’s my preacher,
and if you think that speech
was hard to follow, you ought
to hear his sermons.”

Through it all, Bishop Kam-
merer maintains civility and
patience. We expect to shake
her demeanor before the week
is done, but she is a Christian
gentlewoman to the end. She
rules by Southern grace and

humor more than by the gavel.
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She also displays humility virtu-
ally unknown among the episco-
pate.

My experience with other church
communions leads me to hazard
these comparisons between
church meetings; United Meth-
odist with their warmhearted
roots, value passion more than
reason in their arguments.
(When one delegate sited a quote
from a southern United Method-
ist bishop in support of capital
punishment, another responded,
“All that proves is that bishops
can be as dumb as anybody
else.”)

Also there are moments of pure
grace too. Like when we all par-
take of Holy Communion to-
gether. Like when someone

(continued page 7)

School of Christian Mission

9 Bells Reh. Foxes Lunch 10 ESL Class
11 Worship
1:30 & 6:30
6-8 Youth @ Last Pas 7 Presch. Grad-
Calvary UMC 6:45 Bells Reh. tor’s Study uation Prog. 7 Last Choir
Reh. ‘til Sept.
30 31
Church
9 Bells Reh. -
11 Worship Office Closed

—

——
3 Lackey Concert \ (fivs
| —

Ve
No Youth Grp. 4\%
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by Judy Anderson, UMW Spiritual Growth & Social Action

This event is offered at the
Virginia United Methodist

Assembly Center in Blackstone, Virginia
Weekend Session: July 22-25, 2010
Week Session: July 26-29, 2010

of local churches across the Virginia Conference. All those
who have a passion and love for mission, especially local

church leaders, United Methodist Women, clergy, youth,
and adults are invited to attend. Make this opportunity a

vacation destination for your family and friends!

The annual School of Christian Mission is
designed to enhance the mission ministry

(continued on page 6)
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Pace All God's Children Camp

by Judy Anderson, UMW Spiritual Growth & Social Action

All God’s Children Camp is a camping ministry of The United Methodist Church for
children of incarcerated mothers. Children spend a week (August 1-6) at Camp High-
road participating in outdoor activities, music, crafts, bible study, and conflict resolution.

There are many opportunities for Graham Road to help provide this experience for these children, who

face so many challenges in their lives. We will be collecting supplies and financial aid through Sun-
day, July 18. Please place items in the collection box outside of the kitchen.

Supplies.

FINANCIAL AID:

*bath towels

*travel size shampoo and soap
*toothbrushes and toothpaste
*laundry bags

MENTORING:

Volunteers spend the week at camp, providing com-
A scholarship of $300 sends one child to panionship, supervision, and compassion to the chil-
camp. Contributions in any amount will be dren during their daily activities. They assure the
gratefully accepted. Please make checks pay- | |children that God cares about them in the midst of

able to GRUMC and ma.rk the memo line and | | their struggles. Please see Judy Anderson for a Men-
envelope “All God’s Children’s Camp.” tor Application.

*sleeping bags

*pillow & pillow cases
*twin flat sheets

*rain ponchos

PRAYERS: The camp, counselors, and children need your prayers.

Kats for Conference

by Judy Anderson, UMW Spiritual Growth & Social Action

The 2010 Virginia Conference (being held June = Make checks payable to Graham Road UMW. Be
13-16 in Norfolk) “Kits for Conference” are  sure to write on the memo line the types and num-
now being collected to replenish the United  bers of kits you want purchased. Checks should be
Methodist Committee on Relief’s supply. There  given to UMW treasurer Julie Attaway or UMW
is a need for all types of kits; however, with the  president Marie Lukac by May 30, in time for dedi-
situation in Haiti, there is more of a demand for cation and delivery to Annual
Health Kits. Conference.

leadingby __
Following _»
Jesus

Monetary donations will gladly be accepted, Another option that groups or in-

>dJpitéd Methodist Women

I \
| MARKYOUR CALENDAR |
| |
I May 7: CWU Friendship Day, First Christian June 12: District Day Apart, locationTBA |
1 Church, Falls Church, 10:00 a.m. (bring a June 13-16: Virginia Annual Conference, I
| bag lunch; drinks and dessert provided) Norfolk, VA |
| May 14-16: Virginia UMW Spiritual Life July 11: Hot-dog Lunch (Fritzi Johnson & |
| Retreat, VUMAC, Blackstone Ann Heath Circles) I
I May 22: UMM/UMW Yard Sale, 8:00 a.m. July 22-29: School of Christian Mission, |
I to 2:00 p.m. VUMAUC, Blackstone (see article pg. 3) I
June 5: UMW Day at Ferrum College
: June 6: Bake Sale (Ann Heath Circle) :
\ /

District Meeting
Report

Inside some of
us is a thin

person
ety's symbolic "coat of arms," struggling to

its aims to feed and minister to getout ... bu
the hungry, and the missions she can usually

By Marie Lukac, UMW President

On April 17 Ella Mae San-
tino, Velma Talmadge, and
Marie Lukac attended the Ar-

lington District Spring Prayer and projects associated with the be sedated
Breakfast at Calloway UMC in Society, such as the Potato Pro- with a few
Arlington. ject. The message was well pre- pieces of

pared and provided valuable
information.

chocolate cake.
The speaker was Rev. Jennifer %/
Vestal Moore, Director of J—
Church Relations for the Soci-
ety of St. Andrew. She ex-

plained the meaning of the Soci-

Ch ur Ch Wo men United by Marie Lukac, UMW President

Chesterbrook UMC, spoke on
the concept of "Radical Hospi-

chapter of the book Five Prac-
tices of Fruitful Congregations

On March 5 Georgia Wilhite

and UMCOR will provide and process the kits
for us. You may select among the following:
Health Kit $12.00
School Kit $11.00
Layette Kit ~ $35.00
Sewing Kit ~ $18.00

The TeleGraham May/June 2010

dividuals might consider is to as-
semble these kits themselves.
Specific directions for doing so
may be found in the Narthex and

Disciples: 2 K
MAcE®  kitchen area. A box for com-

Transformed

pleted kits will be outside the
kitchen.

(CWU President), Velma Tal-
madge, Ella Mae Santino, Lou
DeGroot, and Marie Lukac at-
tended the CWU World Day of  come, receive, and care for
Prayer at the Little Falls Pres-
byterian Church in Arling-
ton. Kathleene Card, Pastor at

tality" within the church. It is
the "active desire to invite, wel-

by Robert Schnase. Pastor
Card is a very impressive and
dynamic speaker.

those who are strangers so that

they find a spiritual home." The

topic was taken from the first
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According to the Or-
ganization for Eco-

by Marie Lukac
UMW President

nomic Cooperation and
Development (OECD),

"the United States

comparison to other

tries. Only Singapore
and Hong Kong have
more unequal income

Mlssmn

In April 1940 Bishop Welch asked the General
Conference of the Methodist Church to respond to
world needs "as a voice of conscience." On June 2,
1940, a day of prayer and sacrifice was ob-

served. The offering was used to support the Meth-
odist Committee for Overseas Relief (MCOR). Es-
tablished as a 4-year project, in 1944 the General
Conference voted to keep MCOR active for 4 more
years. In fact they continued to approve MCOR's
work with the most vulnerable world popula-

tion. In 1972, the committee was added into the
work of the General Board of Global Ministries
(GBGM). With the work expanding into the United
States for disaster relief, the name was changed to
United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR).

When Hurricane Andrew hit the Louisiana coast in
1992, a staging area for volunteers was set up on
the closed campus of Sager-Brown School. In 1994

\a relief supply depot was built on the campus. In
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ranks among the worst
in income inequality in

highly developed coun-

d e n dlsljgélr?@nco

earners own about 68
percent of all wealth
(housing, rental proper-
ties, stocks, etc.), with
the remaining 90 percent
of the population
"fighting" for 30 per-
cent. For every dollar in
wealth held by white
households, African-
American households
had about 10 cents, and
Latino households had
15 cents.

There is a need to estab-
lish public policies that
can "reinvigorate the

/0 Years of Hope

by Ruth Bucklin, Mission Education& Interpretation

May 2009 UMCOR West in Salt Lake City opened to
provide kits for Western Jurisdictions. Opening in

middle class and create
pathways out of pov-
erty for communities
across the coun-

try." We should not
forget that the Social
Principles of The
United Methodist
Church states, "We af-
firm the right of all per-
sons to equal opportu-
nities for employment,
access to housing,
health care, education,
and freedom from so-
cial discrimination."

("Justice Delayed, Justice
Denied," Response,
Feb. 2010)

JON LACKEY IN CONCERT

TWO SUNDAY May 30™ at 3:00p.m.
CONCERTS: Church of the Epiphany
13" & G Street NW

Washington, D.C.

June 6™ at 3:00p.m.
Bishop Ireton Auditorium
201 Cambridge Road
Alexandria, Virginia

“Serenade for Tenor, Horn & Strings”
by Benjamin Britten

Performance with Amy Smith, Hornist & The Washington Metropolitan Philharmonic

The orchestra will also be performing Symphony # 1 (“Titan”) by Gustav Mahler

A FREEWILL OFFERING WILL BE TAKEN

This i s one of Mr .

Lackeyos

favorite

sol o

be able to attend. As the concert is being recorded for commercial use, we ask that parents
use discretion about bringing children who may be too young to sit quietly.

July 2009, UMCOR Philippines provides on site stor-
age for material goods and relief supplies as well as
communications with the U.S.

In 1993 in response to needs in Bosnia, UMCOR es-
tablished a non-governmental organization

(NGO). This allows UMCOR to develop long term
projects in partnership with local communi-

ties. There are now NGO field offices in 9 other
countries. Thanks to United Methodists, UMCOR
continues to grow and reach the needy people world-
wide.

(Virginia Advocate, March 2010)

e e mm o o o o e o o o e e e e o s = PP

After Worship Pot Luck
May 16, 2010

The Nurture Committee is sponsoring
— — another of our “AWPL’s” in Fellowship
Hall and all are invited to attend, sharing a dish of food you
bring.

Following the luncheon, Doris Douglass will show slides
from her V..M. Cuba mission trip in May of 2009.

Please plan to join us!

Youth Fellowship

Reminders

If you have questions about any of the
following, contact Cliff Mauck, 703-855-
8745 or mauck@gmail.com.

Saturday, May 1:

Car wash fund raiser

for mission trip (10 a.m. to 2 p.m.)

Saturday, May 8

¢ Trip to Kings Domin

ion (all day)

. Sunday, May 16

. YouthFest at Camp

Highroad in Middleburg, VA (leave
church after worship service)

June 29 - July 4:

Creation Festival in

Pennsylvania

oy July 17

- 23: Project SPY mission trip

The TeleGraham May/June 2010
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School of Christian
MiS SiOIl (continued from page 3)

The Mission Studies for the 2010 sessions are
~Spiritual Growth — For the Love of God: John’s
Letters
~Geographic — The Beauty and Courage of Sudan
~General Issue — Joy to the World: Mission in an
Age of Global Christianity.
~Intergenerational Study — for children (ages 6-
12) and their parents and/or
grandparents
~Youth — Have fun learning about current global
issues and participating in hands-on
Mission projects.

Look in the Narthex and kitchen area for flyers and
registration forms as they become available.

J.A.M. SEEDS

Thanks to all who donated to this
United Methodist Women’s mission
project! A total of 144 packets of seeds
were collected this year for the "Green
Thumb" Gardening Project of the Jackson Area

Ministries (JAM) in Ohio. There were 132
packets of vegetable seeds and 12 packets of
herb seeds. For comparison, last year a total of
104 packets of seeds were collected. See the
UMW bulletin board near the music room for
the breakdown of seed packets donated this year.

Volunteers In
Mission - Cuba Trip

by Doris Douglass, UMW VUMAC

Sunita Lough, the wife of former pastor David
Lough, will be going on this V..M. mission trip
June 16 through 30. It has been two years since
her last trip and she is very excited to return.

In support of this trip, GRUMC will be collect-
ing monetary donations as well as supplies dur-
ing the month of May. The needs are many, so
please watch for a different list in each Sunday’s
bulletin for the
month. A com-
plete list is
available from
Doris Douglass
(703-642-0661)
or from the
church office.

Some of the 2009 team at work.
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Jazz in June
FCS Fundraiser

You are invited to join your 'rl ¢
friends and neighbors for an I 5
evening of lively jazz music A Lot
and warm summer breezes on I i
Saturday, June 5, 2010, The l =
Falls Church Community *1
Service Council, Inc. (FCS)

will be hosting its first annual

fundraiser, JAZZ IN JUNE, at the Spectrum, 444
West Broad St. in Falls Church from 6:30 to 9:30
pm

In addition to enjoying the music of local jazz
band, Stolen Moments, each participant will savor
a selection of “Marvelous Mini-Entrees”, “Petit
Pastries” and “Winning Wines”. Each ticket ($45/
person) allows a guest four (4) items; additional
entrees, beverages or desserts are available for $10
per two additional items. Additional information
can be found online and you may purchase tickets
by going to www.jazzinjune2010.eventbrite.com.

FCS, in collaboration with civic and religious or-
ganizations, businesses and individuals, provides
essential human services to the very neediest in
our greater community. GRUMC is a big sup-
porter of FCS.

Monday -

Thursday, July 127 15 9:007 11:30 a.m.

1 We hope that you will be able to join us for four fun-filled
I days when we will be learning about the exciting Baobab tree and how God created this tree as

I a complete eco-system for animals and plants.

I We also love to have as many adults volunteer prior to and during VBS.

Please call Jon Lackey

703-573-4444, ext. 207 for registration
BRING SOME NEIGHBORS!!

ti , 1t 1 freshi till to find
A Note from the Pas it e e st e only

(continued from page 3)

stands up and starts singing spontaneously in re-
sponse to a great sermon. Like when in response to
an altar call the altar is suddenly flooded with
young adults who kneel there before us as they
commit their lives to Jesus Christ. Like when a lay
delegate leads us to understand that we need to help
our brothers and sisters on the other side of the
globe whose capacity for ministry has been dimin-
ished by some bureaucratic nonsense and we have
to hunt for plastic trash cans to place on the worship
center large enough to hold all the money that is
being brought in the hands of the men, women and
youth of the conference. Like when another dele-
gate suggests that we can build 250 new churches
in the Virginia Conference in the next 30 years.
And we stand with him to make this commitment.

In all their singing, praying, shouting, and three-
point sermons closing with a poem and a tear, this,
believe it or not, is my beloved church doing busi-
ness. It should never cease to amaze us that those
who have been impassioned by the love of Christ
can be brought closer together rather than pulled
father apart by their passion. At a time when reli-
gious commitment is being increasingly invoked as

earthly reason why they are able to stay together.

We’ve been at it for a long time, Acts 15 says. At that
primal Jerusalem Conference, before Paul and
Barnabas arrived, there was “no small dissension and
debate” among the delegates. After Paul and Barnabas
got the microphone, there was even more ferocious
wrangling (Romans 9-11). At last through some skill-
ful maneuvers by Paul and (so Luke says) some com-
promises suggested by, of all people, Peter, the dust
settled. It “seemed good to the Holy Spirit and to us
to seek the open way on the Gentile issue. All stood
and sang one verse of “Blest Be the Tie that Binds,”
passed the peace, pack their bags and turned in their
motel room keys — and the church moved on.

2

Summer meetings or not, you don’t get closer to the
Spirit-led church than that, Luke says. Bishop Kam-
merer, take heart.

Please pray for us at Annual Conference (June 13-16
in Norfolk). Besides myself, lay delegates Becky
Cooper & Gloria Wilson, youth leader Cliff Mauck,
and Roger Waller plan to attend.
Happy summer!
Pastor Marable
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